




INTRODUCTION

World Heritage Sites are places or buildings of outstanding universal value recognised as constituting a world

heritage ‘for whose protection it is the duty of the international community as a whole to co-operate’.  Once

selected, sites are inscribed onto the World Heritage List, which is maintained by the United Nations Educational,

Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO).

The Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew was nominated for inscription onto the World Heritage List in January 2002 by

the UK Government.  The nomination recognises the outstanding universal value of the Site resulting from its

unique history, diverse historic landscape, rich architectural legacy, unique botanic collections, its position as one

of the world’s leading botanic gardens, and its scientific research and educational roles.  The World Heritage

Committee at UNESCO will announce a decision on the nomination in July 2003.  

An integral part of the nomination process is the preparation of a World heritage Site (WHS) Management Plan.

The aim of the Management Plan is to ensure that the Outstanding Universal Values of the Site are sustained and

conserved for the benefit of future generations.

Within the UK, WH Sites are not statutory designations and their Management Plans have no statutory basis.

Rather, they provide an advisory policy framework for guiding and influencing current, planned or potential

management initiatives at a variety of scales and for different purposes.  Achieving the desired aims for the WHS

depends on those signing up to the Management Plan working effectively together in partnership towards the

agreed objectives.

WHY IS THE ROYAL BOTANIC GARDENS, KEW SO IMPORTANT

The Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew is a rich historical cultural landscape that has developed through centuries of

scientific and cultural evolution. The Gardens are currently recognised as a global centre of excellence in the study

of plant diversity and economic botany.  Kew also holds the world’s largest documented living and preserved plant

and fungal collections, and has been recognised as a leader in plant collection and study since the late 18th

century.  The Gardens are notable for the role they played in the translocation of plants across the British Empire

during the 19th and 20th centuries, which resulted in the establishment of new agricultural economies and

fundamentally influenced global biodiversity.  The Botanic Gardens themselves are a major historic garden

landscape with elements illustrating major periods in garden design from the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries.  The

Gardens also contain a large number of architecturally significant buildings from these periods, including some of

the finest surviving examples of Victorian glasshouse technology.  All these elements combined give the Site its

Outstanding Universal Value.
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NOMINATION OF THE SITE

The Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew has been nominated for inscription as a cultural landscape designed and

created intentionally for scientific and aesthetic purposes.

The selection of the site for inclusion on the World Heritage List requires that it meets at least one of the criteria

listed in the World Heritage Convention.  The Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew has been nominated under the

following criteria:

THE PURPOSE OF THE MANAGEMENT PLAN

This Management Plan has been developed to sustain and conserve the outstanding universal values of the Site.
It aims to achieve this by:

Supporting the Site’s continued role as a premier Botanic Garden and world leader in plant research,
conservation and education;

Outlining an approach to maintaining, preserving and enhancing the Site’s rich historic cultural 
landscape; architectural legacy and horticultural heritage, in a way that respects the layers of 
evidence and Kew’s role in the 18th Century English Landscape movement;

Ensuring the continued preservation and growth of its internationally significant living, preserved and 
archival collections;

Developing broad guidance to aid the protection and enhancement of the Site’s setting;

Outlining ways to promote and increase access to and understanding of Kew’s vast knowledge 
resource, its historical significance both scientifically and culturally, and its outstanding universal 
values.

The site exhibits an important interchange of human values over a span of time or within a cultural area of

the world, on developments in architecture or technology, monumental arts, town planning or landscape

design;

The site bears a unique or at least exceptional testimony to a cultural tradition or to a civilisation which is

living or which has disappeared;

The site is an outstanding example of a type of building, architectural or technological ensemble or

landscape, which illustrates a significant stage in human history;

The site is directly or tangibly associated with events or living traditions, with ideas, or with beliefs, or with

artistic and literary works of outstanding universal significance;
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In summary, the principal roles of the Plan are:

The establishment of a consensual framework for future decision-making on sustaining and 

conserving the Site and its immediate environs by the bodies and individuals responsible for the 

implementation and monitoring of such decision;

To increase public and professional awareness of the outstanding universal values of the Site and its

WHS status, and to develop an integrated approach to the presentation and interpretation of the 

Site’s values, history and scientific role;

The development of a sustainable approach to the long-term management and development of the 

Site that balances the need to conserve its physical fabric with the need to maintain its historical 

roles and hence preserve its scientific and educational functions and future relevance;

To suggest a prioritised action plan for the implementation of projects, policies and programmes that 

are both achievable and will contribute to the conservation, understanding, enjoyment and 

sustainable evolution of the Site.

PREPARATION OF THE PLAN

The Management Plan has been prepared in broad accordance with the general procedures and requirements

published in 1998 by ICCROM, ICOMOS and UNESCO as Management Guidelines for World Cultural Heritage

Sites.  The Plan also takes into account other documents including the Nara Document on Authenticity (1994) and

the Oxford Declaration on Landscape (2000).  

The preparation of the Management Plan has been guided by the World Heritage Site Steering Group.  This

includes representatives of the following bodies:

Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) (Chair)

Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS)

Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew (RBG, Kew)

Historic Royal Palaces (HRP)

English Heritage (EH)

International Council on Site and Monuments (ICOMOS-UK)

London Borough Richmond-upon-Thames (LBRuT)

London Borough of Hounslow (LBH) (from June 2002)

Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO)

The Management Plan was written by consultants Chris Blandford Associates in consultation with a wide range of

bodies and organisations.  
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HOW TO CONTRIBUTE YOUR VIEWS ON THE DRAFT PLAN

To ensure that the Management Plan reflects the views of as many stakeholders as possible, a wide range of

people, including local interest groups and local residents, are being consulted on the draft plan.

The draft Management Plan is available for public consultation between 8th July and 30th September 2002.  

The draft plan can be viewed and downloaded from Kew’s website www.kew.org

Copies of the draft plan and an exhibition can also be inspected at:

Richmond-upon-Thames Civic Centre, 44 York Street, Twickenham

Kew Gardens, Victoria Gate Visitor Centre, Kew Road, Richmond

Comments should be sent in writing to:

Chris Blandford Associates

Kew WHS Management Plan Project Consultants

c/o Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew

Richmond

SURREY

TW9 3AB

Email: mail@cba.uk.net

Your views will help shape the final plan that is submitted to UNESCO.
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